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that there was no higher administrative unit than the shire, and
whose function as the king's representative should instruct those
who prefer to learn from the facts rather than the books that
the only instrument of national government evolved by the
Anglo-Saxons was a personal and irresponsible monarchy.
The Anglo-Saxons never attempted to create central govern-
ment;a national patriotism, or even a national army. Athelstan,
the grandson of Alfred the Great, carried England to the highest
point of power, unity, and influence which she ever attained
under Anglo-Saxon rule, but only seven years after his death
Norsemen from Ireland were ruling in York, and sixteen years
after his death civil war broke out in England and the country
was divided between two kings. The country was reunited in
959, but only at the price of the cession of the Lothians to
Scotland and the grant of virtual independence to the Danelaw.

What has come down to us from our Anglo-Saxon forbears is
our English language, our ecclesiastical provinces and dioceses,
our county divisions, but above all our sturdy individualism
and our incurable provincialism from which comes at once our
aversion from the study of great issues and high politics and our
almost heroic capacity for continuing in the most adverse
circumstances the daily round and the common task. The life
of the Anglo-Saxon thegns and the Anglo-Saxon village com-
munities went on through the troubles of the ninth and tenth
centuries relatively undisturbed. The country was conquered,
reconquered, and conquered again. The Church was subjected
to the constant pressure of revolutionary reform. Foreigners of
all races occupied the seats of the mighty and were even raised
to the kingship, but there was no social revolution and no
economic upheaval. On the contrary, there was a progressive
consolidation of the rights of all free men to their land on the
terms on which their fathers had held it. What was freely
ceded by the Crown to the Church and to the nobles was the
jurisdiction and privilege previously belonging to the Crown.
The^pre-existing rights of the landholders were not affected,

Historians tell us of the great aggregation of estates which
began in the ninth and tenth centuries and continued after the
Norman Conquest, The fact is undoubted but it did not mean
what it would mean to-day and still less what it would have